CHAPTER   XXIV

HUNGARY (MAGYARORSZAG)

FROM the Carpathians to the Dinaric Alps, and from Bratislava to
the Iron Gate lies a vast basin once covered by an inland sea. Light
rainfall and extremes of temperature made it treeless, while rich
lacustrine and loessial soils encouraged a luxuriant growth of grass.
What an ideal home it offered for those wild horsemen sweeping in
from the Asiatic steppes! At first these invaders pursued their tradi-
tional activities of following their flocks and herds and raiding their
more settled neighbors, but soon they too settled down, and, by turning
their attention to the cultivation of the soil, made of this mighty plain
one of the greatest granaries of Europe. Meanwhile they extended their
influence until all portions of this natural geographical unit were
brought under their control. Through the various vicissitudes of war-
fare they maintained their rule for over 1000 years. It remained for
the Treaty of the Trianon, following the World War, ruthlessly to
tear asunder this unity and deprive Hungary of two-thirds of its lands
and peoples.

Hungary suffered more, and with less justification, than any other
of the Central Powers as the result of its part in the World War. In
reducing it to one-third of its former size and population, ethnic and
geographic considerations were alike disregarded. Over one-third of
the total Magyar population was detached and included within neigh-
boring states. The nation was deprived of most of its minerals and
forest lands, and even its most fertile grain areas were given to its
neighbors. To add to its difficulties, a Bolshevist revolution broke out
following the Armistice, and while this was under way the Rumanians
invaded the country and carried off every possible form of movable
wealth- Little wonder that more bitterness exists among the Hun-
garians than among any other of the defeated peoples, and little wonder
that they are only awaiting a favorable opportunity to revise the terms
of the peace treaties. It may be safely said that Hungary and its boun-
daries constitute one of the most dangerous of the problem zones of
present-day Europe.
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